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Question One
The author's discussion believes that Canada's social housing sector is much smaller than many western and northern European countries.
[bookmark: _GoBack]           In Canada, housing distribution between different economic, social, and demographic groups has encountered several impacts in which the government requires to lay down some valuable strategies to address the housing problems. For instance, housing challenges in Canada reflect the distribution of wealth and income among the people and serve as a mechanism in reinforcing the existing inequalities among the residents due to the difference in the cost of housing and the impacts resulting from such prices. Compared to the western and northern European states, Canada has a low range of accommodation, close to 4 percent, due to the unavailability of the country's housing stock. In this case, several individuals who fall under the low-class level do not have access to housing in Canada. The housing stock in Canada is relatively lower than in Western and northern countries due to some of the reasons discussed below.
           The provision of housing facilities in Canada is initiated by the private sectors; hence, the government does not offer any incentive to the housing sector. Generally, governments are usually concerned with the overall amount involving income in society as measured by Gross Domestic Product (GDP). This, in turn, should influence the total amount of income invested in housing by the government. In different countries, the national income varies, which may either positively or negatively impact the housing standards. The Canadian government seems to have failed in cheeping in to improve the housing standards, and therefore the housing stock in Canada is smaller, and there is a likelihood of being even smaller if the government does not take necessary strategies in curbing this problem. The table below shows how the income in different countries varies concerning Gross Domestic Product (GDP); 
[image: ]
	Besides, there are low-income earners in Canada; hence the residents do not earn equally, and therefore accessing house facilities to some individuals has become a challenge. As a result, many families have moved into smaller flats as there are no other choices other than cubical apartments and sub-divided flats. Due to increased housing prices, the house facilities have been only limited to the individuals of high class, hence bringing social stratification aspects. This idea implies that wealth distribution among the Canadian residents is becoming more unequal than in Western and northern states. As a result, the rental market in Canada is driven by the wealthiest people, and hence the low-income earners cannot get into the market without government help. This is true since almost 96 percent of Canada's housing stock for both sales and rent comes from the private sector. To incorporate the low earner's income in these rental markets, the government ought to help such individuals or incur their own earnings. Following Mayor Jonathan’s arguments, as the Canadian housing stock ages, there is the likelihood of getting involved in more problems with the housing system.
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Question Two
As a society, it is helpful to have short-form summary characterizations of complex issues. It is common to read in the media, for example, that we have a "housing affordability problem." What are some problems with that summary characterization?
           In a true sense, a society comprises both people of the high class who are wealthier and the low-income earners; hence, housing affordability can only be solved by considering each type. As a result, it is helpful to have short-form summary characterizations of complicated issues in society. Reading in the media as a standard method of acquiring the summary characterizations of complex issues, housing affordability problems can be undertaken at different perceptions depending on the residents' income. This method is prone to various issues, as discussed below.
Concerning the course readings, many low-income earners have been forced to stay in lower flats, and hence reading in the media may not solve the problems of housing affordability. The accessibility of this information from the media is only limited to a small group of people who are either literate and can assess the media. The problem of this summary characterization in relation to the social classes in a society is that the information can land on the non-targeted group, and therefore the low-income earners may lack a forum in sharing their views as to their housing affordability challenge. As depicted from the readings, many Canadian housing facilities are initiated by the private sector. This idea implies that the private sectors can control the housing problems under their own considerations. Acquiring the information on the housing affordability problem in the media may be ignored by the private sectors, and to some extent, the private sectors may exaggerate the problem hence portraying the wrong picture of the problem. In this case, the problem can be seen to be more severe than it actually is. 
In summary, characterization involving media to acquire the information concerning the housing affordability problem is not time-bound. Different individuals can access the information at various times while others can ignore it. This poses questions to the summary characterization since the litigation of solving the problem can also be affected. Similarly, due to different social classes in society, different views can be given concerning the housing affordability problems. Some groups can consider the issue to be government-related, and instead of solving the issues, the situation becomes worse. II this case, different people have diverse thoughts, and therefore, the high-class people may perceive the housing affordability problems to be a mere issue. Besides, the private sector and wealthier class individuals in the society may take this information to increase the housing costs under the ground that there is a scarcity of houses that cannot accommodate all the state individuals. As a result, the competition for accessing the housing facilities increases, and therefore the private sectors tend to increase the prices as the demand rises. 
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Table 8.1 Gin coeficientsfor six case study countries, 2015

G coefficient ‘GDP per head $ 2016
China 0.465 6894
Argentina 0.426 (for 2014) 20451
usA 039 57,591
Uk 036 42651
Auseralia 0337 47,769

Sweden 0274 49,075





